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NU, FANS MAY PAY 


College 
sports could 
take a hit in 


tax overhaul 


GOP plan targets highly 
paid coaches, others at 
nonprofits and deductions 
on donations for tickets 


By Joseph Morton 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


WASHINGTON — Pending Re- 
publican tax proposals could put 
the squeeze on big-time college 
sports programs. 

A final version of the legislation 
was not expected to be released 
until today but versions of the bill 
approved by the House and Senate 
both include a 20 percent excise 
tax on salaries of $1 million or 
more paid by universities and oth- 
er nonprofits. 

Another provision would elimi- 
nate a tax deduction for donations 
that are tied to season tickets — 
a move clearly on the minds of 
Husker officials who recently sent 
an email to donors pointing out the 
benefits of sending their money 
before the year is up. 

“Any giving received prior to De- 
cember 31, 2017 will not be subject 
to the proposed legislation if enact- 
ed,” the email noted. “In addition, 
donors who pay their contribution 
in full by December 31 will receive 
15 bonus priority points to be used 
for the 2018-2019 season.” 

Many major college athletic 
programs such as Nebraska’s tie at 
least some of their season tickets 
to mandatory donations. Currently 
80 percent of those contributions 
are tax deductible, but the tax bill 
would eliminate that deduction as 
part of an overall effort to simplify 
the tax code and lower rates. 

Nebraska athletic department 
spokesman Keith Mann provided a 
statement to The World-Herald say- 
ing that the department is tracking 
the tax legislation, including chang- 
es to season ticket deductions and 
taxes on high-salary employees, 
but that any projection about the 
potential financial impact for Ne- 


See Taxes: Page 2 


IN MONEY 


A plan to limit deductions for state 
and local taxes gets mixed reaction. 


GOODFELLOWS 


To make donations: 
Online: Omaha.com/goodfellows 


Mail: World-Herald Goodfellows 
1314 Douglas St. Suite 600 
Omaha, NE 68102 


Donations to date: $317,626.20 
Story in Midlands 


KIEWIT CORP. 


New HQ will rise in north downtown 


A 5- to 9-story building 
is planned just west of 
Keiwit's training center 


By STEVE JORDON 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Kiewit Corp.’s new headquar- 
ters will anchor a key two-block 
stretch of north downtown Oma- 
ha, linking TD Ameritrade Park 
and other developments to the 


east with Creighton University to 
the west. 

Kiewit’s own company training 
center, which opened across the 
street in February as Kiewit Uni- 
versity, is a prime reason Kiewit 
chose the location for an office 
building and parking garage host- 
ing as many as 650 people, with 
construction costs as high as $76 
million. 

That’s Phase 1, said Jay Noddle, 
whose development company is 
working with Omaha-based en- 


gineering and architecture firm 
HDR Inc. on the project site, 
bounded by 15th, 16th, Cuming 
and Mike Fahey Streets. 

Already, Kiewit said in a press 
release Thursday, the neighbor- 
hood is popular with Kiewit staff- 
ers because it is close to Creighton, 
Eppley Airfield, TD Ameritrade 
Park, the CenturyLink Center and 
the rest of downtown. 

“The new headquarters will 
give Kiewit’s Omaha-based em- 
ployees a location suited for 


greater collaboration and inter- 
action as they continue to support 
Kiewit’s nearly 20,000 other em- 
ployees delivering construction 
and engineering projects,” said 
the company, which had $8.6 bil- 
lion in revenue last year. 

“The new headquarters should 
continue to encourage develop- 
ment in the neighborhood and re- 
affirms Kiewit’s commitment to 
Omaha and Nebraska, the compa- 
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NEBRASKA VOLLEYBALL 


STAYING ALIVE IN FIVE 


The Huskers’ season was on the brink Thursday night against Big Ten rival Penn State. The top-ranked Nittany Li- 


JULIA NAGY/THE WORLD-HERALD 


ons had match point in the fourth set, a point away from advancing to the national championship match. But Ne- 


braska turned the tables. The Huskers rallied in the fourth, then won the fifth for a 25-18, 23-25, 24-26, 28-26, 15-11 


victory that gives them a shot at their second title in three seasons. NU will battle Florida on Saturday at 8 p.m. 


More volleyball coverage in Sports 


NET NEUTRALITY 


FCC's repeal of utility-like 


rules may not be last word 


Ina 3-2 party-line vote, 
the commission drops the 
Obama-era regulations 


THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE 


WASHINGTON — Federal regu- 
lators voted on Thursday to repeal 
Obama-era net neutrality rules for 
Internet traffic — a major victory 
for telecommunications compa- 
nies and another milestone for the 
Republican deregulation push un- 
der President Donald Trump. 

The 3-2 party-line vote by the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
tears down the controversial utility- 
like oversight of Internet service 
providers that was put in place by 
Democrats in 2015 to try to ensure 
the uninhibited flow of data online. 

That strict regulatory structure 


would largely give way to market 
forces and give Internet service 
providers such as Verizon, Comcast 
and AT&T a free hand to slow or 
block websites and apps as they see 
fit or charge more for faster speeds. 

After the repeal, the only re- 
sponsibility for Internet service 
providers would be to disclose 
their online practices to cus- 
tomers, with the Federal Trade 
Commission policing them for an- 
ti-competitive practices. 

The FCC vote is unlikely to be 
the last word. Opponents of the 
move plan legal challenges, with 
New York’s attorney general vow- 
ing to lead a multistate lawsuit. 

Some also hope that Congress 
might overturn the FCC decision. 

Republicans said they were sim- 
ply restoring government oversight 


See Internet: Page 4 


Stranded in basement 


Sarpy County woman stayed 
put for six days after her 
husband shot her in the head, 
officials say. Midlands 


Coming together fast 


Barely two weeks into the 
job, Husker football coaches 
are recruiting at top speed. 
Sports 


Blue Cross’ new plan 


Parent company would 
separate insurance from non- 
insurance business. Money 


Omaha forecast 


High: 48 Low: 31 
Partly sunny Details: 6B 
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PERSON OF INTEREST 


Lawyer expects Wilber man 
to be charged in Loofe case 


Sources say evidence may 
point to a ritualistic slaying 
of the Lincoln woman 


By PAuL HAMMEL 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


LINCOLN — The attorney for 
one of two people being questioned 
in the death and disappearance 
of Sydney Loofe said he expects 
charges soon against his client in 
connection with the death. 

Also Thursday, the World-Herald 
learned that the body of the 24-year- 
old Lincoln woman was found in 
pieces in rural Clay County, accord- 
ing to two law enforcement officials 
familiar with the case. 

That, the sources said, has led 
to investigation of whether Loofe’s 


death was a ritualistic slaying. 

Both Aubrey Trail, 51, and Bai- 
ley Boswell, 23, the two persons 
of interest, were in federal court 
on Thursday to plead not guilty to 
theft charges apparently unrelat- 
ed to the Loofe case. 

Korey Reiman, the court-ap- 
pointed attorney for Trail, said 
charges against his client of trans- 
porting stolen property soon will 
become “moot” because more seri- 
ous charges are expected against 
Trail in the death of Loofe, whose 
body was discovered last week. 

“We all know what’s going on,” 
Reiman told reporters Thursday 
after Trail’s five-minute court ap- 
pearance. “I anticipate that charges 
related to Sydney Loofe will be 
coming in the next few weeks.” 

The comments were the first ac- 
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